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	GENTLEMEN -- -- --

   Below is a message I sent Thursday to Ms. Tina Hervey at the Missouri Republican Party.

   She hasn't answered, yet -- -- I ASSUME because she was busy with the State GOP Convention stuff.
   So, although I told her I was planning a "Sunday analysis piece," it NOW would be a story for later this week, AFTER I have responses to use in writing it.

   ((The analysis piece would be the SECOND on the subject at this time, since the News Tribune story ran Thursday, 5/29, on the front page. However, it appears a computer glitch kept it off the Web version of the paper ...))

   But I would like you to answer my questions to her, as well, after reading the posts on your Web sites about the Nixon settlement with Ms. Grothoff.

   And I will ADD 1 question (which I'm also sending to her, as a Blind Copy of this e-mail -- it's a quirk of my e-mail program that I can originate only one sender per line ...):


   5) The settlement does NOT contain as a fact that Ms. Grothoff's quadriplegia was a factor in her not being hired by the AG's office --- --- it appears in this case only was an ALLEGATION she raised in her original lawsuit.

      But all three of you have cited it AS A PROOF of Mr. Nixon's wrong-doing.

      If that's the case, how would you respond to anyone arguing that Scott Eckersley has proven he was wronged by Gov. Blunt's office, because he claimed wrong-doing in his lawsuit?

      Or, for that matter, aren't you saying that ANYONE who makes a claim in their initial case filing already has proven that claim??

      I have copied the "Source" and "MOPNS" postings at the END of this e-mail, BELOW the two news releases I received last week from Ms. Hervey.


Many Thanks,


Bob Watson
Jefferson City News Tribune
bwatson@newstribune.com

5:45 p.m.
Sunday
6-1-2008




-----Original Message-----
From: Bob Watson
Sent: Thu 5/29/2008 3:28 PM
To: Tina Hervey
Subject: RE: MRP e-Release: MRP Calls on Jay Nixon to Apologize for His Deplorable Actions

Ms. Hervey -- -- --

   I have taken the liberty of adding Wednesday's news release e-mail to the bottom of this one, so that both are in-play as I ask the following questions, based on the language of the settlement agreement submitted to the federal court this week:



   1) What do you consider to be Mr. Nixon's "deplorable actions" for which you seek an apology?
      Ms. Grothoff's original lawsuit claimed discrimination, but the agreement makes NO admission of that allegation as a fact. Since there is no "finding" of discrimination, and the agreement says "the key duties Grothoff had been performing for the DSS-DCSE were not among those being transferred to" the attorney general's office.



   2) Are you saying that every state official with hiring authority must accept every person who applies for a job?
      The agreement says Marla Grothoff was one of 16 attorneys "that would be terminated by DSS-DCSE" because of the Legislature's decision to transfer child support enforcement duties from Social Services to the attorney general's office ... AND that "Grothoff's supervisor at DSS-DCSE ranked the 16 attorneys to be terminated by DSS-DCSE and he ranked Grothoff in the lowest group of attorneys and gave her a negative review."



   3) How is the $26,000 settlement "hush money"?
      State law requires such settlements to be paid from state funds, including the Legal Expense Fund.
      Ms. Grothoff's attorney told me SHE made the decision to accept a settlement.


   4) How is the amount of money being paid to the assistant AGs significant?
      Isn't this part of their jobs, to defend state agencies and officials when lawsuits are filed against the state????
    
     I'm planning at this point to do a Sunday analysis piece on this story, which would need to be finished Friday afternoon.


Bob Watson
JC News Tribune
3:30 p.m.
thursday
5-29-2008


